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FOHBC Hall of Fame Nomination | Charles & Mark Vuono Nomination Letter

 

Jim Bender 
FOHBC 
FOHBC Historian 
PO Box 162 
Sprakers, NY 12166 
518.673.8833 
jim1@frontiernet.net 
 

 

30 January 2017 

 
Re: FOHBC Hall of Fame Nomination | Charles & Mark Vuono 
 
Federation of Historical Bottle Collectors 
 
Dear FOHBC Board Members, 
 
With great privilege, I would like to thank you all for considering Charles and Mark Vuono for the FOHBC 
Hall of Fame. 
 
The name Vuono is a well-known name today in the world of bottle collecting. I have been lucky enough to 
be friends with Mark Vuono for some time now. One thing that Mark will be quick to tell you is that since 
the year 2000, he has been the one to watch over and build up the family collection. Mark believes the 
collection is the family collection, not just his. 
 
Mark's father, Charlie, was the founder and backbone of the collection. I met Charlie once as a young man 
in my teens. I was looking at a flask at a bottle show and he stopped to tell me about the bottle. I had no 
idea who he was at the time. He treated me as an adult and would nod his head and say hi to me if our paths 
ever crossed. Charlie was a teacher by trade and continued teaching young people, even after he left the 
school system. Charlie was the founder of the now famous Vuono flask collection. Charlie taught Mark all 
about the molds and how to tell what was rare and what was not. This is something that Mark does with his 
sons as well as anyone who is interested. I will go on record as saying he is the most knowledgeable person 
in the world today on flask molds. 
 
Today, most people relate the name Vuono with Mark. Since his dad’s passing in 2000, Mark has watched 
over the family collection and added hundreds of flasks to the collection. Currently, it is what I believe to 
be the greatest flask collection ever assembled and I believe there will never be another one of this caliber 
again. This is more than a collection; it is a legacy. 
 
Many world record flasks sit in the collection but they are not there as a world record but as a rare mold as 
the Vuono flask collection has been collected by mold numbers. This is the only collection of flasks by 
mold numbers in the world and has taken close to 60 years to get it to where it is today. Two men have 
spent the better parts of their lives building this amazing collection which is shared with anyone who 
respects it and the home that houses it. 
 
Mark carries on not only the collecting, but the teaching as well. Mark loves to share his knowledge with 
everyone. He writes many articles for the magazine Antique Bottle & Glass Collector. You can ask Mark a 
question any time about a flask and you will get an honest answer. Mark is a life member of the FOHBC 
and supports it in any way he can. 
 
Both these men belong in the Hall of Fame. I know one would not want to be there without the other. This 
truly is collecting at its best and I don't mean the bottles. Both father and son sharing a love of something so 
much it will carry on for generations. 
 
It must be noted that Andrew Vuono is seen at almost every show with his father Mark. We can all hope 
that collection continues on for another 50 plus years in Andrew’s hands. 
 
Please support me with this nomination of a father and son team. This is a fitting tribute to two true legends 
of our hobby. 
 
Jim Bender 
FOHBC Historian 
 
FOHBC 2017 Springfield National Co-Chair 
 
File: FOHBC_VuonoHOFCover_Bender 
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FOHBC Hall of Fame Nomination | Charles & Mark Vuono Mark & Charles Vuono

Seated at auction, catalog in hand, eager with 
anticipation... 

- Mark & Charles Vuono
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FOHBC Hall of Fame Nomination | Charles & Mark Vuono Mark Vuono & James Bender

Mark Vuono poses with Jim Bender
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FOHBC Hall of Fame Nomination | Charles & Mark Vuono Accomplishments

Of course when anyone would ask what Mark and Charlie Vuono’s biggest accomplishments have been, the 
number one answer would be that they together built the best-ever collection of American-made historical 
flasks in the world. Their collection has taken well over a half century to build to what it is today.

But what they have done goes way beyond a bottle collection. Charlie started the family legacy years ago by 
sharing what knowledge he had with whomever he could. I myself as a teenager was told things by Charlie. 
Keep in mind I did not have to ask him as he stopped and talked to me out of kindness and wanting to teach. 
Mark has carried on this tradition for years. Mark will share everything he knows about bottles whenever he is 
asked. 

Mark has written numerous articles about flasks over the years with many of them having photos from the 
family collection. It should be noted that they rarely note that a bottle is from their collection when they are 
referencing an example. Mark and Charlie have never been self promoters. They are both very humble people 
who chose to share what they have. Looking in Marks guest book at his house, you will see hundreds of people 
who have viewed the collection. The only question I have ever heard him ask at the end of the day is, “what is 
your favorite bottle?” 

Being long time members of the Connecticut Bottle Club their  home has been open to Club tours.

Mark and Charlie have always known that sharing knowledge is what keeps the hobby going. If all our knowl-
edge and experiences pass on with us there is be no future for the hobby.

If you look at McKearins book of glass in the flask section you will see where certain bottles are have initials 
by them. CV is attributed to Charlie Vuono. Whenever Charlie would find a new mold or color he would con-
tact Helen McKearin to update her.

One of the families proudest moments came in 1999 when Mark and Charlie were asked by the Corning Muse-
um to supply bottles for an American postage stamp. They both were so proud. I don’t blame them, how many 
people do you know who have their bottles on an official United States postage stamp? Charlie supplied the 
green “Hearts and Flowers” flask and Mark supplied the blue blown Three Mold Decanter.

For over 40 years, Mark with help from his dad, has gathered information to write a new up-to-date historical 
flask book. They have found over forty new molds and many new colors of currently listed molds. We can 
only hope that Mark can finish the project. It surly will become the king of the flask books.

But to end the accomplishments page I would like to say one of life’s biggest accomplishments is the bonding 
of a father and son that is so deep that the son carries on where the father leaves off. I cannot even imagine the 
hours they spent together enjoying the hobby and each other. Even today, many times you will hear Mark refer 
to the collection as my father’s bottles or the family bottles. I have yet to hear him say “my bottles.”  Charlie 
should be very proud of the son he raised.   

Jim Bender
FOHBC Historian

Mark & Charles Vuono Accomplishments
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FOHBC Hall of Fame Nomination | Charles & Mark Vuono Father & Son

Mark and Charles Vuono
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FOHBC Hall of Fame Nomination | Charles & Mark Vuono Mark Vuono Biography

It is very rare that someone would start any type of endeavor as a child and maintain the same pas-
sion throughout his life. Work, family, and other interests typically distract from that focus and the 
initial spark that started that passion will either dim or go out completely. It is with great pleasure 
that this was not the case with Mark Vuono.  

Since the age of nine, Mark Vuono, has maintained a laser focus on assembling the finest collec-
tion of American historical and pictorial flasks and blown three mold glass. Under the tutelage of 
his late father Charles Vuono, himself a collector, Mark has maintained the passion of collecting 
throughout his life. In fact, his father Charles would often refer to him as the “eyes” of their col-
lection, he would never leave any stone unturned in his pursuit of a bottle. With his bible in hand 
(American Bottles and Flasks and their Ancestry by McKearin/Wilson) the spark of collecting has 
never dimmed for him.  As a matter of fact, his mother Grace Vuono, would often tell stories of 
how Mark, as a little boy, would often fall asleep at night with the first version of that book (Amer-
ican Glass by George and Helen McKearin) sitting by him. She would often refer to it as his bible! 
His encyclopedic knowledge of McKearin numbers and mold rarity has become the stuff of legend.  

His passion for knowledge and collecting continues to shine more brightly than ever before. There 
are countless stories of him and his father Charles Vuono driving all throughout the eastern and 
mid-western United States hunting down a flask mold needed to complete a grouping or attending 
small farm auctions far from their home. Of course this was long before the benefit of email and the 
Internet! Come hell or high water (literally as was the case of the Swank auction of the early 1970s) 
there was nothing that was going to stop them.  

Mark is not only a collector of American flasks and blown three mold but more importantly a 
student. Even after collecting for almost six decades he has never stopped learning and anticipates 
with great excitement bottle news and mold discoveries. Throughout his collecting career he has 
always maintained a humble demeanor in his quest for knowledge for all things bottles. He has 
always been a student first and a collector second. It is said that one of the greatest rewards a stu-
dent can obtain is to become the teacher, and that is why it is such an honor for Mark Vuono to be 
nominated to the Federation of Historical Bottle Collectors Hall of Fame.  

Through countless articles and stories, Mark has tried to share any knowledge he has with both the 
advanced and neophyte collector. As a young man he would often tell stories of how much he was 
influenced and inspired by some of the greats such as Charlie Gardner, Ed Blaske and most impor-
tantly his father Charles Vuono. He has made it his endeavor to inspire all collectors of American 
glass the way they inspired him.  

Most importantly he has often stated that the only thing more important than collecting bottles is 
collecting the friendships and memories along the way.  His collection of people is what drives 
him to pass on this knowledge. It is without a doubt that his body of knowledge and passion for 
American glass will continue to inspire for many years to come through the countless articles he 
has written and the stories he has told. This is why it is such an honor for him to be nominated to 
the FOHBC Hall of Fame. To be recognized by the Federation for a lifetime of contribution to the 
pursuit of knowledge and collecting of bottles is a humbling achievement and truly an honor.

Andrew Vuono 

Mark Vuono
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FOHBC Hall of Fame Nomination | Charles & Mark Vuono Charles Vuono Biography

It was while driving on a country road in rural Vermont with his young family that Charles Vuono’s life would 
forever be changed. It was August of 1958 on the last day of a family vacation when his wife Grace asked to 
stop at a little antique shop. It would be her passion for antiques that would light the spark in him to collect 
American historical and pictorial flasks. His passion being gardening at the time, he would wait patiently 
outside enjoying the views while she perused the small antique shops that dotted the country roads. Finally, on 
this occasion, after a period of time he grew impatient and decided to enter the shop to see what she found so 
fascinating. Upon entering he saw a display case filled with bottles. Being a history teacher he became in-
trigued by a bottle with masonic symbols on it and then a bottle in the window in the shape of an Indian queen.  
It was this innocuous encounter that would drastically change the course of his life.  

Grace would have colored bottles and flasks displayed in the windows of their home and a few weeks later 
there was an antique show in White Plains, NY.  She asked him, “why don’t you come down to the fall show 
with me? There’s a little white haired gentleman who always displays some beautiful bottles. They’re expen-
sive but you don’t have to buy them but you can learn about them”.  That “white haired gentleman” turned 
out to be George McKearin, and unfortunately he did not take her advice! Eventually he was able to obtain 
the monumental book written by George McKearin and his daughter Helen, American Glass, and his bottle 
collecting career began in earnest soon after.

He soon began to subscribe to different antique magazines and slowly but surely began to build a working 
knowledge about bottles and flasks. However, it was not until two years later while on another summer va-
cation in Vermont with his family that “Charlie” stopped in a little antique shop in Westminster, VT that he 
purchased his first flasks. It was a GII-61 Willington quart eagle flask in a deep red amber color and a GII-79 
Stoddard eagle flask in an olive amber color. He paid nine dollars for both, there was no turning back. Though 
having a genuinely gentle demeanor, it was quite the opposite when it came to collecting bottles and flasks. He 
became relentless in his quest for knowledge about these flasks and how to obtain them. He began to corre-
spond with and view the collections of other pioneering and legendary collectors and dealers, including George 
Austin, Sam Laidacker, Dick Wood, Gerald Patton, Charlie Gardner and Helen McKearin herself.

Out of all the people he began to build bottle relationships with, the most important of all he already knew. It 
was his son Mark. As a little boy Mark was inspired by his father’s passion for bottles and flasks and began to 
tag along wherever he went. He became just as passionate as his father and as a little boy of nine years old be-
came inspired to collect bottles and flasks under his father’s tutelage. They would travel many miles for many 
years together going to auctions and shows far from their home in search of that next great discovery to add to 
their collection. Their relationship became as unique as the bottles they collected, more important than any bot-
tle they could possibly add to their collection. Their passion for flasks as well as the wonderful friendships and 
relationships collected along the way is what this story is really about.

Out of the countless hours spent and thousands of miles traveled in pursuit of these flasks, one of the great-
est honors Charles Vuono received, along with his son Mark, was for one of their bottles to be featured on a 
United States postage stamp. Those bottles were the GIX-51 “Hearts and Flowers” scroll flask in deep emerald 
green that Charles bought for his wife Grace, and a GII-7 blown three mold decanter in sapphire blue, that 
Mark purchased for his wife Annie. It was a beautiful tribute in the sunset of his life. I’m sure if he was alive 
today, being nominated to the Federation of Historical Bottle Collectors Hall of Fame would mean even more, 
to know that he can inspire the next generation of great collectors for many years to come.

Andrew Vuono    

Charles H. Vuono
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FOHBC Hall of Fame Nomination | Charles & Mark Vuono Dedicated to Charles H. Vuono

This plaque hangs in Mark’s upstairs bottle room. It is a reference of love and respect for his father 
Charlie who started it all. Never again will a collection of flasks of this quality and quantity ever be 

assembled.
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FOHBC Hall of Fame Nomination | Charles & Mark Vuono 2013 FOHBC Manchester National Keynote Speaker
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FOHBC 2013 National Antique Bottle Show Banquet - Manchester, New Hampshire

Mark Vuono is Keynote Speaker

FOHBC Hall of Fame Nomination | Charles & Mark Vuono Distinguished Speaker
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Carl Pratt (center) and my father Charles Vuono on the right. Don’t ask me what bottle show we 
were attending - circa 1985 - photo Mark Vuono (left)

FOHBC Hall of Fame Nomination | Charles & Mark Vuono Historical Imagery
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Taken at Garth’s Auctions in Ohio about 1985. I am on the left, the late Bill Pollard is in the cen-
ter and my dad, Charles Vuono is on the right. – photo Mark Vuono

FOHBC Hall of Fame Nomination | Charles & Mark Vuono Historical Imagery
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Top: Taken at the Las Vegas Expo in 1988. Dick Sheaff, the designer of the American Glass 
stamp, is on the left. the late Dr. Gary Johnson is in the center and I am on the right. 

– photo Mark Vuono

Below: Taken at The Las Vegas Expo in 1988 with Dr. Gary Johnson on the left, I am in the 
center and my father, Charles Vuono on the right. – photo Mark Vuono

FOHBC Hall of Fame Nomination | Charles & Mark Vuono Historical Imagery
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Skinner’s in Bolton, MA on May 14th, 1988. Pictured on the left is Beverly Burbage. He was the 
owner of the GI-118, half pint, blue Columbia flask that was bought by Frank Brockman and 

displayed at the FOHBC 2012 Reno Expo. I am in the center holding the blue GII-24 blown three 
mold flask I just purchased and my father Charles Vuono on the right. – photo Mark Vuono

FOHBC Hall of Fame Nomination | Charles & Mark Vuono Historical Imagery
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FOHBC Hall of Fame Nomination | Charles & Mark Vuono American Glass Postage Stamps

Mark & Charles Vuono bottles pictured on a United States postage stamp. Those bottles 
were the GIX-51 “Hearts and Flowers” scroll flask in deep emerald green and a GII-7 

blown three mold decanter in sapphire blue.



19

FOHBC Hall of Fame Nomination | Charles & Mark Vuono Representative Magazine Articles

A Broken Dream
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FOHBC Hall of Fame Nomination | Charles & Mark Vuono Representative Magazine Articles
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FOHBC Hall of Fame Nomination | Charles & Mark Vuono Representative Magazine Articles

A Broken Dream
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FOHBC Hall of Fame Nomination | Charles & Mark Vuono Representative Magazine Articles

American Eagle Flasks from the Ohio River Valley
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FOHBC Hall of Fame Nomination | Charles & Mark Vuono Representative Magazine Articles

American Eagle Flasks from the Ohio River Valley
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FOHBC Hall of Fame Nomination | Charles & Mark Vuono Representative Magazine Articles

American Eagle Flasks from the Ohio River Valley | Part II
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American Eagle Flasks from the Ohio River Valley | Part II
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American Eagle Flasks from the Ohio River Valley | Part II
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FOHBC Hall of Fame Nomination | Charles & Mark Vuono Representative Magazine Articles

American Eagle Flasks from the Ohio River Valley | Part II
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FOHBC Hall of Fame Nomination | Charles & Mark Vuono Representative Magazine Articles

Anchors Away!
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Anchors Away!
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FOHBC Hall of Fame Nomination | Charles & Mark Vuono Representative Magazine Articles

Connecticut Lafayette Flasks
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Connecticut Lafayette Flasks
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FOHBC Hall of Fame Nomination | Charles & Mark Vuono Representative Magazine Articles

Appreciate ‘Lettered’ Flasks
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Appreciate ‘Lettered’ Flasks
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FOHBC Hall of Fame Nomination | Charles & Mark Vuono Representative Magazine Articles

A Peek At Some Rare Peek’s!
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A Peek At Some Rare Peek’s!
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Making Sense of Quart Union Molds
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Making Sense of Quart Union Molds
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A Variety of New England Flasks
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A Variety of New England Flasks

FOHBC Hall of Fame Nomination | Charles & Mark Vuono Representative Magazine Articles



60

 

Bill Baab 
FOHBC 
2352 Devere Street 
Augusta, Georgia 30904 

09 January 2017 

 
Re: FOHBC Hall of Fame Nomination | Charles & Mark Vuono 
 
President Ferdinand Meyer V 
Members of the Board of Directors 
Federation of Historical Bottle Collectors 
 
I have never collected historical flasks, but once owned a few from the South Carolina Dispensary system 
(1891-1907), an 1890s M.J. Downey whiskey flask from Augusta, Georgia and a 19th century German 
presentation flask dug in Augusta, the honoree’s identity continuing to elude me. 
 
But most of my bottle collecting life, I have heard of the Vuono Collection, not only from my friend Mike 
Newman, of Martinez, Ga., who has a world class flask collection of his own, but from many others. 
 
Charlie Vuono started the collection years ago and passed it on to his son, Mark, who is the present 
caretaker. The latter’s son, Andrew, is the heir apparent. 
 
The Vuonos are not closet collectors. They are willing to share their immense knowledge built by years of 
study. In fact, Mark Vuono once sent me an image of a flask with Masonic markings to go with my Bottles 
and Extras story on bottle archaeologist and FOHBC Hall of Famer Harry Hall White, who was credited 
with the flask’s discovery. White described the flask in his story in The Magazine Antiques. 
 
One way collectors enjoy the collection and gain knowledge is through Mark’s writings in Antique Bottle & 
Glass Collector. 
  
It is a goal of mine to visit the Vuonos during my time at the FOHBC National Antique Bottle Convention 
in Springfield, Massachusetts in August of 2017, having heard through mutual friend Jim Bender that Mark 
was willing to show me the collection. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 

Bill Baab 
Augusta, Georgia 
2011 Inductee, FOHBC Hall of Fame 
 
File: FOHBC_VuonoHOFReference_Lacy 
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Jim Berry 
FOHBC 
Secretary 
200 Ft Plain Watershed Road 
St. Johnsville, NY 13452 
Jhberry10@yahoo.com 
 
Val Berry 
FOHBC 
Merchandise Director 
200 Ft Plain Watershed Road 
St. Johnsville, NY 13452 
vgberry10@yahoo.com 

 

20 February 2017 

 
Re: FOHBC Hall of Fame Nomination | Mark & Charles Vuono 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
 
My wife and I first met Mark about 15 or 20 years ago at one of the many Northeast bottle shows we 
attend. Since that time, we have become very good friends with Mark and his lovely family. Mark and 
Annie have always been very warm and generous to us as well as many others. Whenever we travel his 
way in the northeast, we always call and stop to visit. He and Annie have never turned us away. Mark has 
always been honest and trustworthy. He’s always promoting the hobby wherever he goes. 
 
Mark has continued to carry on his father’s task of collecting and assembling one of the greatest collections 
of historical flask ever assembled. This task is now going into its third generation of collecting. Mark is 
also passing this knowledge down to his children. That is a great thing! Mark, in my option, has the best 
knowledge of historical flasks of anyone I know. He knows them inside and out. I have yet to ask Mark 
about a flask that he didn’t know the flask history, where it was blown and the McKearin number. 
 
Mark has written numerous articles on flasks and has also presented several seminars for the FOHBC. I still 
enjoy reading his articles, new and old. Mark has done extensive research on different flasks and will 
always take time out of his busy day to answer any questions you may have about a flask. 
 
I never personally knew his dad, Charlie, but after meeting Mark, I wish I had. I remember seeing Charlie 
at different shows and auctions years ago, but never got the honor of meeting him personally. If Charlie 
was anything like Mark, I missed a lot!  
 
My wife and I consider it an honor to have Mark and his family our friends! Mark is well deserving of the 
honor of the Hall of Fame award and we support his nomination 100%. We wish him and Annie the best. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Jim & Val Berry 
FOHBC Officers 
St. Johnsville, New York 
 
File: FOHBC_Vuono_HOFReference_Berry 
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Louis Fifer 
FOHBC 
Conventions Director 
604 Topaz 
Brunswick, Ohio 44212 
330.635.1964 
fiferlouis@yahoo.com 
 

 

24 January 2017 

 
Re: FOHBC Hall of Fame Nomination | Charles & Mark Vuono 
 
Dear FOHBC Board members,  
 
Mark's willingness to help the younger collectors understand the bottle collecting hobby can't go unnoticed. 
Whether it be one of his numerous magazine articles that he has written over the years or visiting the 
extensive collection that Mark and his father (Charles Vuono) have assembled together. In Mark's 
magazine articles that he’s written, he breaks down a specific group number of the McKearin book and 
tries to simplify as best he can for the novice to understand better. For example, Mark will write about a 
specific group of flasks within a category of the McKearin book and will break down each flask so you can 
tell the differences between the different molds in that specific group, rarity of the different flasks in that 
group and the rarity of the different colors in that group. That way if someone wants to specialize in the 
specific group they'll read his articles repeatedly to better understand and soak up the knowledge that Mark 
is willing to share. 
 
Mark also has a world-renowned collection of historical flasks that he and his father (Charles Vuono) 
amassed over their collective collecting years. Mark will let you into his home to visit his collection and 
encourage you to handle any of his flasks (except for his Farley & Taylor which is very fragile) to get a feel 
for the glass and to study each one to understand the differences between the different molds so it's easier to 
tell them apart first hand. Mark always says that the best way to learn about a flask is to handle it. 
 
Mark is always trying to get young collectors to join the hobby. He helps them in any way he can, he'll 
even go out and try to find a flask that a beginner is looking for so they don't get discouraged. Mark is 
always there for you when you need the help or have a question. He will take time out of his busy day to 
talk bottles and share his knowledge of the hobby. I never had the luxury of meeting Marks dad (Charles 
Vuono) but when I hear Mark tell a bottle story from years ago, and hear the excitement in his voice on a 
bottle they bought together it warms your heart. From what I've heard of Charles he was just like Mark and 
was willing to share his knowledge to anyone that needed it. 
 
I first met Mark at the 2011 FOHBC national bottle show in Memphis. I was a young collector at the time 
and was talking to John Pastor about a flask and he said, "talk to Mark, he's a big-time collector and he 
knows a lot about flasks." So, I proceeded to ask Mark about the flask that turned out that it was once in his 
collection that he upgraded a few years before. That was the last time I talked to Mark for a few years. The 
next time was at the 2013 FOHBC National Antique Bottle Show in Manchester, New Hampshire. This 
was when I really got to know Mark. I was invited up to a party that Mark and Rick Ciralli were hosting in 
the hotel presidential suite. Mark had asked me what I collected and I proceeded to show him some pictures 
of my small collection of historical flasks to which he was very impressed with what I had in my collection 
in the few years I was collecting. He said "keep up the good work, we need more young collectors like you 
in this hobby." I was humbled by what he had said to me that night. Later that year I was able to visit his 
home with Matt Lacy and see his vast collection of historical flasks. When he took us into his side room my 
jaw hit the floor when I saw a wall full of flasks. He said that wasn’t all of them he had a room upstairs as 
well. I had never seen so many great flasks in one location in my life. I was told to handle and study as 
many flasks as I liked and boy did I. 
 
At the end of our visit with Mark he asked me what was my favorite flask? I said I have two, one realistic 
and one fantasy. My fantasy flask was the GI-70 Mantua Jackson flask (only three known) and my realistic 
flask was a GII-118 double eagle in yellow green loaded with bubbles (I now own one of my own). 
 
Ever since these visits with Mark, he has always been my mentor and helped me out anytime I needed it. 
 
Louis Fifer 
 
FOHBC Conventions Director, FOHBC 2018 Cleveland National Co-Chair 
 
File: FOHBC_VuonoHOFReference_Fifer 
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Matt Lacy 
FOHBC 
Midwest Region Director 
3836 State Route 307 
Austinburg, Ohio 44010 
440.228.1873 
info@antiquebottlesales.com 
 

 

19 January 2017 

 
Re: FOHBC Hall of Fame Nomination | Charles & Mark Vuono 
 
Dear FOHBC Board members,  
 
I am writing in support of the induction of Charles and Mark Vuono into the Federation of Historical Bottle 
Collectors Hall of Fame. I would like to provide verbal evidence and supporting information that the 
induction of these two fine men should be not only permitted, but encouraged. I had the honor of being 
introduced to Mark Vuono informally through mutual friends Ed and Kathy Gray of Treasure Lake, 
Pennsylvania. Ed and Kathy have been mentors to me for many years. I turned up a quart double eagle in 
an unlisted mold in which Ed suggested I reach out Mark Vuono for advice. I had never spoken with or met 
Mr. Vuono before. I sent an email detailing myself and pictures of the flask. Mark responded promptly with 
excitement as he had not found this mold yet. This started a several months’ string of exchanging emails 
and resulted in the purchase of a double eagle flask from Mark. Our friendship took off from there. Mark 
has taken on the role of mentor, friend, and purchase partner with me over the years. 
 
In many ways, I consider Mark family, a surrogate father if you will. Mark has encouraged me in many 
areas of my life far beyond this hobby and has given me a vision for what is possible. I owe my increased 
awareness of “big picture thinking” to him. I feel that the bond that has formed over the years is due to our 
mutual passion for the hobby including the people, the glass, and the history. Mark has done a lot for the 
bottle hobby. In fact, I do not think that Louis Fifer and I would be serving on the board for the FOHBC 
without his encouragement. In addition to the many great articles Mark has published, that Mr. Bender will 
be providing a portfolio of, Mark is constantly sharing flasks on Facebook and providing feedback to even 
the newest collectors in the hobby. Mark also leaves encouraging and helpful comments to those who 
participate in the bottle forums.  
 
Mark hosts dozens, of collectors at his home in Connecticut each year to see his collection in person. The 
collection that Mark and his father have assembled together is something that will likely never be done 
again. I have personally heard Mark invite many collectors to his home. He has invited many young 
collectors that have not yet had the opportunity to make the trip. Those that do visit leave inspired and 
invigorated to participate even more in the hobby. He is eager to share his knowledge and wisdom with 
anyone who is willing to listen. Mark has also done many talks and seminars over the years which will 
continue in 2017 at the Springfield National Convention. 
 
Mark has been collecting and contributing to the hobby since he was a young boy. His father Charles 
invested the time to teach Mark about bitters and flasks. Mark knew bitters and a little later the flask molds 
at an early age as Charles planted the seeds of passion for the hobby. Charles introduced Mark to the great 
collectors of the time and took Mark along on many memorable trips that live on through well told stories 
today. Charles and Mark have made a huge and sustained positive impact on our great hobby. I feel like I 
have gotten to know Charles through the stories and enthusiasm of Mark. Mark loves to share stories about 
the collecting greats that came before him. He tells the stories with such vivid detail and excitement that it 
can be determined that this hobby has made a real and lasting impact on his life.  
 
Lastly, I can state with confidence that Mark Vuono is not done making a positive impact on the hobby. 
Mark plans to continue to contribute through seminars, articles, and knowledge sharing. Meanwhile, you 
will see him at shows and in person, passionately talking with collectors about flasks and the great people 
that have influenced the last several decades of collecting. He has a true passion for teaching much like his 
father.  It is my very humble opinion that Charles and Mark Vuono have earned a well-deserved spot in the 
FOHBC Hall of Fame so that the legacy they have built will live on through generations of collectors to 
come. 
 
Best Regard,  
 
Matthew A. Lacy 
FOHBC Midwest Director, FOHBC 2018 Cleveland National Co-Chair 
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Ferdinand Meyer V 
FOHBC 
President 
101 Crawford Street 
Studio 1A 
Houston, Texas 77002 
fmeyer@fohbc.org 

 

The Federation of Historical Bottle Collectors 

09 January 2017 

 
Re: FOHBC Hall of Fame Nomination | Charles and Mark Vuono 
 
 
It gives me great pleasure to recommend that father-son Charles and Mark Vuono be inducted into the 
prestigious FOHBC Hall of Fame in 2017. Though I did not know Mark’s father Charles, I am certainly 
aware of his great contributions to our hobby and broad expertise in collecting of American Historical 
Flasks. 
 
On a number of occasions, I have had the honor of visiting Mark Vouno and spending time looking at his 
great collection of historical flasks. Mark has always taken time to guide me thru specific areas of his 
collection and share his knowledge. 
 
Mark also writes extensively on American Historical Flasks and shares his knowledge with the new 
generation of collectors on the Internet. This cross-pollination of information-giving is critical in moving 
our hobby forward. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Ferdinand Meyer V 
FOHBC President 
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Robert A. Strickhart 
FOHBC 
Northeast Region Director 
3 Harvest Drive 
Pennington, NJ 08534 
609.818.1981 
strickhartbob@aol.com 
 

 

09 January 2017 

 
Re: FOHBC Hall of Fame Nomination | Charles & Mark Vuono 
 
Federation of Historical Bottle Collectors 
 
Dear FOHBC Board Members, 
 
When contemplating the nomination of a new inductee into the FOHBC Hall of Fame, one must consider 
the caliber of those who have already been enrolled. As a life member of the Federation, I have been 
fortunate to enjoy the friendship of several Hall of Famers over many years and have been privileged to 
witness their fine character. 
 
With that in mind, I have absolutely no reservation in nominating Mr. Mark Vuono to join the ranks of the 
FOHBC Hall of Fame. In fact, I believe his induction is somewhat overdue as he has been a fine 
ambassador and an excellent contributor to this hobby for most of his life, having started his journey with 
bottle collecting many years ago with his father Charles. While I did not know Charles Vuono personally, I 
can only assume that he is also a worthy candidate as his son Mark attests to his fatherly teachings by being 
the stand-up gentleman he is. 
 
Mark’s knowledge of and love for historical flasks is easily apparent. One simply must spend some time 
reading one of his many informative and well written articles or share an always cordial conversation with 
him. Better yet, when you visit Mark and his lovely family in Stamford, Ct., you will be treated to what I 
believe is the finest assemblage of American historical flasks and a visit you will never forget. 
 
I consider myself extremely fortunate to be able to call Mark my friend. Please understand that he is a 
friend in the truest sense of the word, not just an acquaintance. On several occasions Mark has supported 
my efforts with the local bottle show I chair as well as the 2017 Springfield National Antique Bottle 
Convention I currently am co-chairing. I know too, that if we didn’t collect bottles, I could still count him 
as a friend to be trusted. 
 
Therefore, I wholeheartedly nominate Mr. Mark Vuono to be inducted into the Federation of Historical 
Bottle Collectors Hall of Fame. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Robert A. Strickhart 
Life Member FOHBC 
 
FOHBC Northeast Director, FOHBC 2017 Springfield National Co-Chair 
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